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EASTER. 

Tue term Easter has had different origins assigned it by different 
writers ; some deriving it from the Saxon, Oster—to rise, it being 
the festival of Cimrist’s Resurrection ; and others from a female 
deity of the Saxons called Easter, whom they always worshipped at 
this season of the year. 
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“In England, in the Catholic times, Easter was celebrated by 
numerous pageants and ceremonies, and, we helieve, is still so in 
Catholic countries. ‘These superstitions crept in from time to time 
during the lapse of ages, and as forming part of the religious ob- 


servances of our ancestors, and illustrating obsolete customs and 
manners, have become curious, 

One of these rites, on the Easter-Eve, was to extinguish all the 
fires in the different churches, and lighting them anew wiih flint, hal- 
lowing them, &c. A great taper, called the Paseal Taper, was at 
the same time lit up, after being blessed, fo the sound of solemn 
music, and hallowed with frankincense. ‘Mhis continued burning night 
and day in remembrance of Curisr’s victory over the powers of dark- 
ness. It was of wax, and, in some instances of sreat magnitude ; 
that for the Abbey Church of Westminsicr, in 1557, being said to 
have weighed no less than three hundred pounds. . 
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On the Good Friday preceding, it was customary to erecta small 
building to represent the sepalechve of cnr Saviour. Tn Uuds wes 
placed the Host, and persons were placed to waich it both that night 
and the next. This was to commemorete the soldiers watchingi/the 
sepulchre. 

On the Easter-day dramas weie pleyed, representing the Resur- 
rection. Coates, in his History of Reading, queies a vil of expenses 
for one of these shows in the reign of Henry VIL; among the items 
of which aie “ two pence for nayles for the sepulchre, and for rosyn 
for the Resurrection Play ; two pence for a carter for carrying of pypis 
and hogsheads in the torbury ; ine pence to the labourers for setting 
up the poles for the scaffold ; two shillings and one penny for. bredg, 
ale, and bere for the play ; one pound and five pente for twenty pound 
of wax for the pascal fire ; and four pence foy making a Judas-for 
the Pascall.” And Lysons quotes similar entries as to these antient 
doings on Easter-day there, between the years 1514, and 1521, viz. 














THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 




















Fér thred for the Resurrection ; xijd. 
For three yards of Dorneck for a player’s cote, and the 
making xvd. 
For a skynn of parchment, and gunpowder for the .play on 
Easter-day viijd. 
And for brede and ale for them that made the stage and 
other things belonging to the Play xvd. 


These form a singular contrast to the expensive splendour.of oir 
modern-theatvical pageants, which will this evening be exhibited in the 
principal play-kouses of the metropolis. 

On the Easter morn, it was formerly a custom for the vulgar and 
uneducated to rise early aud walk into the fields to see the sun dance, 
a superstition then firmiy believed in, aud which by looking at it sted- 
fastly fora time, it might be fancied to do. 

In the British Apollo, 1708, one of the songs thns interrogates 
Phoebus on this subject :— 

“ Old wives, Phoebus say. 
That on Easter day, 
To the music 0° th’ spheres you do caper, 
If the fact, Sir, be true, 
Pray let’s the cause know, 
When you've any room in your paper.” 
To which his godship replies— 
“ The old wives get therry, 
With spic’d ale or sherry, 
On Easter. which makes them romance ; 
And while in a rout, 
Their braivs whirl about, 
They fancy we caper and dance.” 

Routine of the Scenery, in the new Melo-drame of The Curtnese Sorcerer. 
Act I, A ROMANTIC VIEW on the Borders of Tartary—Stanfield. 
Grand Imperial Palace, and Court of Kein Long——Marinari. 
VESTIBULE OF THE PALACE—Read, Andrews, Pitt, &c. 
Marine Cottages of Zam-Ti, Pe-Kin, and Kan-Fu. Ascent of the Golden 


Galley and Conflagration of the Cottages—Stanfield. 
Act IL.—ILLUMINATED MARINE PAVILION.—Roberts. 
Picturesque Dwelling of Pe-Kin and Bri-'Ti—Staofield. | > 
7 Grand Harbour and Arsenal of the Imperial City-~Stanfield. 
y Rude and Terrific Passage to the Enchanted Valley of Lo-Lo, witha Peep at 
the Tremendous Necromantic Tower of Hi-li—Stanfield. 
Interior of the Marine Pavilion of O-Me—Marinari. 
SUPFRB SALOON, in the Palace of Shi-Fo, with distant Landscape—Roberts 
SUPPER GARDEN of O-ME's PAVILION—Roberts. 
Cavern of Spectres-- Marinari--Magnificent Hall of Tien, superbly decorated for 


THE FEAST OF LANTERNS, 








Printed by &. Lucuas, Denmark Court, Exeter’ Change, Strand. ~” 









































pew Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening the Drama of 


The Castle Spectre. 


Osmond, Mr. COOPER, Reginald, Mr. POPE, 
Perey, Mr. PENLEY, Father Phillip, Mr. GAT'TIE, 
Motley, Mr. HARLEY, Kenrick, Mr. YOUNGE, 
Hassan, Mi. TERRY. 

Evelina, (the Spectre) Mrs. KNIGHT, 
Angela, Mrs. W. WEST, Alice, Mrs. HARLOWE. 


ae 





After which, (first time) a Superb Chinese Spectacle, in 2 acts, called 


Chinese Sorcerer ; 


Or, the Emperor & his Three Sons. 


The Music by Mess. T. Cooxe, Parry, and Horn, The Overture by T.Cooke 
The Dances composed by Mr. Noste. 
The Scenery by Messrs. Marinari, Stanfield, Roberts, Andrews, Read, Pitt, 
and Seyward.—The Dresses, by Mr Banks, Miss Smith, &c. &c. 

The Embellishments, Properties, & Characteristic Decorations by Mr Kelly, 
Kein-Long, Emperor of China, Mr POWELL, 
Fong-Whang, the Sorcerer, Mr THOMPSON, 
Zam-Ti, Mr. COOPER, Kan-Fu, Mr. PENLEY, Pekia,Mr. HARLEY, 

Sons of the Empire, 

Hi-Ho, Confidential Attendant on Fong-Whang, Mr. KNIGHT, 
Chop-Stick, a familiar Spirit, attached to Hi-Ho, Mr FITZWILLIAM, 
Fum-Hoam, Prime Minister, Mr KING, 

Bo-Hea, Sow-Shong, Captains of the Imperial Guard, Mr. WALKER, 

and Mr. READ, 
Ming, Tong, Tchu, Chiefs of a Horde of Tartar Plunderers, | 
Messrs. G. SMITH, DOUGLAS, RANDALL, 

O-Me, Niece of the Emperor, and Princess of China, Miss SMITHSON, 
Bri-Ti, Orphan Daughter of a poor Fisherman, Miss CUBITT, 
Ning-Nang, Mrs. KNIGHT, | 
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Po-Ning, Ladies of the Imperial Court | Miss POVEY, 
Nan King: ; ; ’ | Mrs. ORGER 
Yu, Pe, Li, Ta, (Ladies Attendants jin the Palace of Shi-Fo) 
Miss M. SMITH, Mrs: WELLMOTT, Miss PHILLIPS, Miss PITT. 
Quang-Fi, the Imprisoned ‘Wife of the Emperor, Mrs. COVENEY, 


In Act L—A GRAND CHINESE BALLET, 
The Characters by Mr Nosie, Mr Qscar Byensz, 
MrsNoste, Mrs Oscak Byrne, aud Miss FREE. 
In. Act {1.—A DANCE, 
By Misses J. Smith, Romer, Ryalls, Griffiths, Hebbard, Vine. 
and’ Mr St. Prerrr, Jun. (from Paris and Dublin Wiestres.) 
(For the Scenery see the opposite page. ) 


To-merrew, ‘he Way to Get Married. . i 
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Theatre Ropal, Covent Garden, 


This Evening the Tragedy of 


WALLACE. 


Wall: ace, Mr. MAC wADY, Jomyn, Mr. § IGERTON, 
Stuart, Mr MEARS, Douglas; Mr ABBOTT, Ramsay, Mr HUNT 
Monteith; Mr CONNOR; Angus, Mr RYALS, 

Athol. Mr GRORGE, . Lorn, Mr LOUIS, Kierly, Mr COMER, 
Fergus, Mir JEFPERTES, Allan, Mr KING, Clare, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Lord de Citiford, Mr HORREBOW, Reginald, Mr CLAREMONT, 
Helon, Mrs FAUCIT. 

To conclude with (ist time) a New Splendid _Melo-Dramatick Tale of 
Enchantment, [trom lucidents in the Peruvian Tales] called The 


VISION of the SUN, 
Or, the Orphan of Peru. 


With entirely new Scenery, Machinery, Dresses and Decorations. 
The Overture & Music composed, selected & arranged by Mr Wars. 
The Machinery by Mr E. Saul. The Changes, Decorations 
avd mechanical Machinery by Mr Bradwell and Mr W. Bradwell 
The Dresses by Mr Palmer and Miss Egan. 

Tlic whole produced under the direction cf Mr Fartey. 


Hnania Copac, King of Cusco, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Orptynpe, (Heir Presumptive) Mr, Horrebow, Koran, Mrs VINING. 
Oultanpac, (the Enchanter of Uxi) Mr FARLEY 
Weaiess. (his Slave) Mr GRIMALDI, 'Tacmar, Mr T. P. COOKE, 

Iking of the Palace of Silence, Mr Comer, 
Ebongauld, ,(the Genie of Uxi) Mr LEY, 
Princess of Runac, Miss FOOTE, Ocello (her attendant) Miss BOVE, 
Cassana, (wife of Tacmar) Mrs. DAVENPORT, 
Genie of the Harp, Miss E. SCOTT, Sylph, Madame ‘GOSS, 


The following is a Succession of the Scenery. 
The Sierras (Mountains) .. -»- (Painted De Grieve) 
THE VISION OF "THE SUN. |. (Do. 
‘The EXTERIOR of the PALACE of CUSCO, (Pugh) 

The Golden Lake. (T. Grieve) Runac’s Pavilion. (Pugh) The Plains of Cusco. 
A GRAND TRIUMPHAL PROCSSION. Peruvian Villa. (Pugh) 
THE NUPTIAL TEMPLE. (Grieve) 

Aet II. The Pacific Ocean. (Grieve) PALACE OF SILENCE. (Grieve) 
The Grand Court Yard of Cusco. (Pugh) 

Oultanpac’s Abode,..The Vestibule of Do. (Grieve) 

THE BLIGHTED FOREST OF LANOS. (W. Grieve) 
The Temple of the Lions, 


AND THE ROYAL PALACE OF PERU. 


To-morrow, ‘The Marriage of Figaro, with The Irish Tutor. 

















